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Annual Public Notice of Special Education Services and Programs 
 
It is the responsibility of the Pennsylvania Department of Education to ensure 
that all children with disabilities residing in the Commonwealth, including 
children with disabilities attending private schools, regardless of the severity 
of their disabilities, and who are in need of special education and related 
services, are identified, located, and evaluated. This responsibility is required 
by a federal law called the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act Amendments 
of 2004 (IDEA '04). 
 
The IDEA '04 requires each state educational agency to publish a notice to 
parents, in newspapers or other media, before any major identification, location, 
or evaluation activity. The IDEA '04 requires this notice to contain certain 
information. Another federal law, the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 
1974 (FERPA), which protects confidentiality, requires educational agencies to 
notify parents annually of the confidentiality rights (FERPA regulations have been 
amended 9 times). Pennsylvania special education regulations require each school 
district to fulfill the IDEA '04 notice requirement by providing an annual public 
notice. To comply with the above requirements, following is the annual public 
notice for the school districts in the accompanying list.  
 
The school districts in the accompanying list are required by the IDEA '97 to 
provide a free appropriate public education to children with disabilities who need 
special education and related services. (Note: the duty to identify, locate, 
evaluate and provide special education services to school-age individuals 
incarcerated in local correction institutions rests with the school district 
within whose boundaries such an institution is located.) School age children who 
need special education and related services are identified as children with 
disabilities. These students have been identified as being in need of specially 
designed instruction and have one or more of the following physical or mental 
disabilities: 
 
*Autism 
*Emotional disturbance 
*Deafness 
*Hearing impairment 
*Specific learning disability 
*Mental retardation 
*Multiple Disabilities 
*Other health impairment 
*Orthopedic Impairment due to chronic or acute health problems 
*Speech and language impairment 
*Visual impairment including blindness 
*Deaf-blindness 
*Traumatic Brain Injury 
*Developmental Delay 
 
Early Intervention 
 
The IDEA ‘04 requires the provision of a free appropriate public education to 
children with disabilities between 3 years of age and the school district's age of 
beginners. In Pennsylvania, a child between 3 years of age and the school 
district's age of beginners who has a developmental delay or one or more of the 
physical or mental disabilities listed above may be identified as an "eligible 
young child." 
 
Eligible young children are afforded the rights of school age children with 
disabilities, including screening, evaluation, individualized education program 
planning, and provision of appropriate programs and services. The Pennsylvania 
Department of Education is responsible for providing programs and services to 
eligible young children under Act 212 of 1990, the Early Intervention Services 
System Act. The Intermediate Unit 8 provides programs and services to eligible 
young children on behalf of the Pennsylvania Department of Education. For more 
information, contact the IU8 Preschool Office at (800)228-7900. 
 
Screeninq 
 
Intermediate Unit 8 and each school district in Bedford, Blair, Cambria and 
Somerset counties has established and implemented procedures to locate, identify, 
and evaluate students and young children suspected of being exceptional. These 
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procedures include screening activities which include but are not limited to: 
review of group-based data (cumulative records, enrollment records, health 
records, and report cards); hearing screening (at a minimum of kindergarten, 
special ungraded classes, first, second, third, seventh, and eleventh grades); 
vision screening (every grade level); motor screening; and speech and language 
screening. In schools which have a Pre-Referral, Child-Study, Early Intervening 
or Instructional Support Team, the above screening activities may lead to 
consideration by the teams to move the next level of screening activities. 
Intermediate Unit 8 and each school district has an established annual schedule 
to conduct screening activities.  The screenings are conducted at specific times 
during the school year in designated school buildings and community sites. 
Screening may also be conducted in the student’s home school unless other 
arrangements are necessary. Parents, guardians or surrogate parents may contact 
their local school district or Intermediate Unit 8 contact person if they wish to 
learn more, have questions, believe their child may need to be identified or to 
obtain specific information about the times and locations of screening 
activities.  The contact person for each school district and their phone number 
is listed at the end of this notice. 
 
Except as indicated above or otherwise announced publicly, screening activities 
take place in an ongoing fashion throughout the school year. Each educational 
agency has a system for annually evaluating the effectiveness of its screening 
process. 
 
Evaluation 
 
When screening indicates that a student may be a child with a disability, the 
school district will seek parental consent to conduct an evaluation. Evaluation 
means procedures used in the determination of whether a child has a disability 
and the nature and extent of the special education and related services that the 
child needs. The term means procedures used selectively with an individual child 
and do not mean basic tests administered to or procedures used with all children. 
 
This evaluation is conducted by a multidisciplinary team (MDT) that includes the 
parent and a group of qualified professionals. The process must be conducted in 
accordance with specific timelines and must include protection-in-evaluation 
procedures. For example, tests and procedures used as part of the evaluation may 
not be racially or culturally biased. 
 
The evaluation process results in a written evaluation report. This report  
specifies a student's eligibility for special education based on the presence of 
a disability and the need for specially designed instruction. The evaluation 
report also makes recommendations for educational programming. Once parental 
consent for evaluation is obtained, the school district has timelines and 
procedures specified by law which it must follow. 
 
Parents who think their child is exceptional may request that the school district 
conduct an evaluation. This request should be made in writing to the contact 
person in the accompanying listing. If a parent makes an oral request for an 
evaluation, the school district shall provide the parent with a form for that 
purpose. Pre-Referral, Child-Study, Early Intervening, or Instructional Support 
Team activities do not serve as a bar to the right of a parent to request, (at 
any time, including prior to or during the conduct of instructional support 
activities, an evaluation.) 
 
Parents also have the right to obtain an independent educational evaluation. The 
school district must provide to parents, on request, information about where an 
independent educational evaluation may be obtained. Under certain circumstances, 
such an independent educational evaluation may be obtained at public expense. 
 
Educational Placement 
 
The IEP team develops a written education plan called an IEP. The IEP is based on 
the results of the evaluation. The IEP team must include at least two members in 
addition to the parent(s). Other required members include at least one regular 
education teacher of the child (if the child is, or may be, participating in the 
regular education environment), at least one special education teacher, or where 
appropriate, at least one special education provider, and a representative of the 
school district.  
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An IEP describes a student's current educational levels, goals, objectives (when 
required), and the individualized programs and services that the student will 
receive. IEP’s are reviewed on an annual basis. The IEP team will make decisions 
about the type of services, the level of intervention, and the location of 
intervention. Types of services include: 
 

1. Autistic Support 
2. Blind and Visually Impaired Support 
3. Deaf and Hard of Hearing Support 
4. Emotional Support 
5. Learning Support 
6. Life Skills Support 
7. Multiple Disabilities Support 
8. Physical Support 
9. Speech and Language Support 

 
Level of support options include: 
 
* Itinerant – Regular classroom instruction for most of the school day 
 
* Resource – Special education provided in a resource room for part of the day 
 
* Part-time – outside the regular classroom but in a regular school for most of 
the day 
 
* Full-time special education class located in or outside of a regular school 
 
Placement must be made in the least restrictive environment in which the 
student's needs can be met with special education and related services. All 
students with disabilities must be educated to the maximum extent appropriate 
with children who are not disabled. 
 
Services for Protected Handicapped Students 
 
Students who are not eligible to receive special education programs and services 
may qualify as “protected handicapped” students and therefore be protected by 
other federal and state laws intended to prevent discrimination. The school 
district must ensure that “protected handicapped” students have equal opportunity 
to participate in the school program and extracurricular activities to the 
maximum extent appropriate for each individual student. In compliance with state 
and federal law, the school district will provide to each protected handicapped 
student without discrimination or cost to the student or family, those related 
aids, services or accommodations needed to provide equal opportunity to 
participate in and obtain the benefits of the school program and extracurricular 
activities to the maximum extent appropriate to the student's abilities. In order 
to qualify as a protected handicapped student the child must be of school age 
with a physical or mental disability that substantially limits or prohibits 
participation in or access to an aspect of the school program. 
 
These services and protections for "protected handicapped” students may be 
distinct from those applicable to exceptional or thought-to-be exceptional 
students. The school district or the parent may initiate an evaluation if they 
believe a student is a protected handicapped student. For further information on 
the evaluation procedures and provision of services to protected handicapped 
students, parents should contact the Special Education Contact in the 
accompanying listing.  
 
Confidentiality 
 
Each school district protects the confidentiality of personally identifiable 
information in accordance with the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 
1974 (FERPA) and other applicable federal and state laws, policies, and 
regulations. 
 
Education records means those records that are directly related to the student, 
including computer media and videotape, which are maintained by an educational 
agency or by a party acting for the agency. Educational agency, for purposes of 
this notice, means the local school district and/or the Intermediate Unit 8. For 
all students, the educational agency maintains education records that include but 
are not limited to: 
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· Personally identifiable information - confidential information that includes, 
but is not limited to, the student's name, name of parents and other family 
members, the address of the student or student's family, and personal information 
or personal characteristics which would make the student's identity easily 
traceable. 
 
· Directory information - information contained in an education record of a 
student which would not generally be considered harmful or an invasion of 
privacy if disclosed. It includes, but is not limited to, the student's name, 
address, telephone number, date and place of birth, major field of study, 
participation in officially recognized activities and sports, weight and height 
of members of athletic teams, dates of attendance, degrees and awards received, 
and the most recent previous educational agency or institution attended. 

 
The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) affords parents and 
students over 18 years of age certain rights with respect to the student's 
education records. They are: 
 
1. Parents have the right to inspect and review a child's education record. The 
school district will comply with a request to inspect and review education 
records without unnecessary delay and before any meeting regarding an IEP or any 
due process hearing, but in no case more than 45 days after the request has been 
made. Requests should be submitted in writing, indicating the records the parents 
wish to inspect, to the school principal or other appropriate school official. 
Parents have the right to a response from the school district to reasonable 
requests for explanations and interpretations of the records. Parents have the 
right to request copies of the records. While the district cannot charge a fee to 
search for or to retrieve information, it may charge a copying fee as long as it 
does not effectively prevent the parents from exercising their right to inspect 
and review the records. Parents have the right to appoint a representative to 
inspect and review their child's records. If any education record contains 
information on more than one child, parents have the right only to inspect and 
review the information relating to their child. 
 
2. If parents think information in an education record is inaccurate, misleading, 
or violates the privacy or other rights of their child, they may request 
amendment of the record. Requests should be in writing and clearly identify the 
part of the record they want changed, and specify why it is inaccurate or 
misleading. The school district will decide whether or not to amend the record 
and will notify the parents in writing of its decision. If the school district 
refuses to amend a record, it will notify the parents of their right to a hearing 
to challenge the disputed information. Additional information regarding the 
hearing procedures will be provided to the parents or student when notified of 
the right to a hearing. 
 
The school district will inform parents when personally identifiable information 
is no longer needed to provide educational services to a child. Such information 
must be destroyed at the request of the parents. Parents have a right to receive 
a copy of the material to be destroyed. However, a permanent record of a 
student's name, address, and telephone number, his or her grades, attendance 
record, classes attended, grade level completed, and year completed must be 
maintained without time limitation. "Destruction" of records means physical 
destruction or removal of personal identifiers from information so that the 
information is no longer personally identifiable. 
 
The school district will provide, upon request, a listing of the types and 
locations of education records maintained, the school officials responsible for 
these records, and the school personnel authorized to see personally identifiable 
information. Such personnel receive training and instruction regarding 
confidentiality. The school district keeps a record of parties obtaining access 
to education records, including the name of the party, the date access was given, 
and the purpose for which the party is authorized to use the records. 
 
3. Parents have the right to consent to disclosures of personally identifiable 
information contained in the student's education records, except to the extent 
that FERPA authorizes disclosure without consent. "Consent" means: the parent(s) 
have been fully informed regarding the activity requiring consent, in their 
native language or other mode of communication; they understand and agree in 
writing to the activity; and they understand that consent is voluntary and may be 
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revoked at any time. Information may be disclosed without consent to school 
officials with legitimate educational interests. A school official is a person 
employed by the District as an administrator, supervisor, instructor, or support 
staff member (including health or medical staff and law enforcement unit 
personnel); person or company with whom the District has contracted to perform a 
special task (such as an attorney, auditor, medical consultant, or therapist); or 
a parent or student serving on an official committee, such as a disciplinary or 
grievance committee, or assisting another school official in performing his or 
her tasks. A school official has a legitimate educational interest if the 
official needs to review an education record in order to fulfill his or her 
professional responsibility.  
 
Directory information may be released without parent consent unless the parent 
has exercised their right to opt out of disclosure of directory information. 
Parents have the right to refuse to let an agency designate any or all of the 
above information as directory information. 
 
Upon request, the District discloses education records (including disciplinary 
records) without consent to officials of another school district in which a 
student seeks or intends to enroll. 
 
4. Parents have a right to file a complaint with the U.S. Department of Education 
concerning alleged failures by the District to comply with the requirements of 
FERPA. Complaints may be filed with the Family Policy Compliance Office, U.S. 
Department of Education, 400 Maryland Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20202-4605. 
 
 
5. NDAA of 2002 also requires districts to give military recruiters the same 
access to secondary school students as provided to postsecondary institutions or 
to prospective employers; and provide students’ names, addresses, and telephone 
listings to military recruiters, when requested, unless a parent has opted out of 
providing such information. 
 
Mode of Communication 
 
The content of this notice has been written in straightforward, simple language. 
If a person does not understand any of this notice, he or she should contact the 
school district or Intermediate Unit 8 and request an explanation. 
 
The school district will arrange for an interpreter for parents with limited 
English proficiency. If a parent is deaf or blind or has no written language, the 
school district will arrange for communication of this notice in the mode 
normally used by the parent (e.g., sign language, Braille, or oral 
communication). 
 
Rights Under the Protection of Pupil Rights Amendment (PPRA) 
 
PPRA affords parents certain rights regarding the conduct of surveys, collection 
and use of information for marketing purposes, and certain physical exams. These 
include the right to: 

• Consent before students are required to submit to a survey that concerns 
one or more of the following protected areas (“protected information 
survey”) if the survey is funded in whole or in part by a program of the 
U.S. Department of Education (ED)— 

1. Political affiliations or beliefs of the student or student’s parent; 
2. Mental or psychological problems of the student or student’s family; 
3. Sex behavior or attitudes; 
4. Illegal, anti-social, self-incriminating, or demeaning behavior; 
5. Critical appraisals of others with whom respondents have close family 

relationships; 
6. Legally recognized privileged relationships, such as with lawyers, doctors, 

or ministers;  
7. Religious practices, affiliations, or beliefs of the student or parents; or 
8. Income other than as required by law to determine program eligibility. 
 
• Receive notice and an opportunity to opt a student out of— 
1. Any other protected information survey, regardless of funding; 
2. Any non-emergency, invasive physical exam or screening required as a 

condition of attendance, administered by the school or its agent, and not 
necessary to protect the immediate health and safety of a student, except 
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for hearing, vision, or scoliosis screenings, or any physical exam or 
screening permitted or required under State law; and 

3. Activities involving collection, disclosure, or use of personal information 
obtained from students for marketing or to sell or otherwise distribute the 
information to others. 

 
• Inspect, upon request and before administration or use— 
1. Protected information surveys of students; 
2. Instruments used to collect personal information from students for any of 

the above marketing, sales, or other distribution purposes; and 
3. Instructional material used as part of the educational curriculum. 

 
These rights transfer from the parents to a student who is 18 years old or an 
emancipated minor under State law. 
 
 
 
Districts will develop and adopt policies, in consultation with parents, 
regarding these rights, as well as arrangements to protect student privacy in the 
administration of protected information surveys and the collection, disclosure, 
or use of personal information for marketing, sales, or other distribution 
purposes. Districts will directly notify parents of these policies at least 
annually at the start of each school year and after any substantive changes. 
Districts will also directly notify, such as through U.S. Mail or email, parents 
of students who are scheduled to participate in the specific activities or 
surveys noted below and will provide an opportunity for the parent to opt his or 
her child out of participation in the specific activity or survey. Districts will 
make this notification to parents at the beginning of the school year if the 
District has identified the specific or approximate dates of the activities or 
surveys at that time. For surveys and activities scheduled after the school year 
starts, parents will be provided reasonable notification of the planned 
activities and surveys listed below and be provided an opportunity to opt their 
child out of such activities and surveys. Parents will also be provided an 
opportunity to review any pertinent surveys. Following is a list of the specific 
activities and surveys covered under this requirement: 

• Collection, disclosure, or use of personal information for marketing, sales 
or other distribution. 

• Administration of any protected information survey not funded in whole or 
in part by ED. 

• Any non-emergency, invasive physical examination or screening as described 
above. 

 
A parent may file a written complaint alleging that the rights described in this 
notice were not provided: 
     Pennsylvania Department of Education 
     Bureau of Special Education 
     Division of Compliance 
     333 Market Street 
     Harrisburg, PA 17126-0333 
  
The following announcement will be aired on local radio stations: 
The Appalachia Intermediate Unit 8 and the participating school districts will 
not discriminate in its educational programs, activities, or employment 
practices, based on race, color, national origin, gender, sexual orientation, 
disability, age, religion, ancestry, union membership, or any other legally 
protected classification. Announcement of this policy is in accordance with state 
and federal laws, including Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, 
Sections 503 and 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and the Americans with 
Disabilities Act of 1990. For information regarding civil rights, grievance 
procedures, services, activities, programs and facilities that are accessible to 
and usable by handicapped persons, contact the Appalachia Intermediate Unit 8 
Administrative Office at 1-800-228-7900 or the Administrative Office of your 
local school district. 

 
SPECIAL EDUCATION CONTACT 

 
 Appalachia Intermediate Unit 8 Altoona Area School District  
 Dr. Barbara Uncapher, Contact Person Tom Kattouf, Contact Person 
 4500 6th Ave. 1221 Sixth Ave. 
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 Altoona, PA 16602 Altoona, PA 16602 
1-800-228-7900 946-8252 

 
 
 Bedford Area School District Bellwood-Antis School District 
 Leslie Turkovich, Contact Person Shannon Eye, Contact Person 
330 East John Street 400 Martin Street 
 Bedford, PA 15522 Bellwood, PA 16617 
 623-4225 742-2275 
   
 Berlin Brothersvalley School District Blacklick Valley School District 
 Maria Murphy, Contact Person Deb Pollino, Contact Person 
 1025 Main Street 555 Birch Street 
 Berlin, PA 15530 Nanty Glo, PA 15943 
267-4621 749-9213, ext. 236  
 
Cambria Heights School District   Central Cambria School District 
Robert Diamond, Contact Person   Jack Makosy, Contact Person 
138 E. Campbell St.    212 Schoolhouse Road 
Carrolltown, PA 15722    Ebensburg, PA 15931 
344-8676      472-4492 
 
Chestnut Ridge School District   Claysburg-Kimmel School District 
Ryan Lehman, Contact Person   Thomas Lantz, Contact Person 
3281 Valley Road     Bedford Street 
Fishertown, PA 15539    Claysburg, PA 16625 
839-4195, ext. 2009    239-5141 
 
Conemaugh Township Area School District Conemaugh Valley School District 
James E. Carr Jr., Contact Person  Joseph Evans, Contact Person 
Conemaugh Twp. Area Primary School  1342 William Penn Ave.   
PO Box 396      Johnstown, PA 15909 
Jerome, PA 15937                            535-5523 
479-4084       
 
Everett Area School District   Ferndale Area School District 
Leigh Anne Gronborg, Contact Person  Edward Moran, Contact Person 
One Renaissance Circle    100 Dartmouth Avenue 
Everett, PA 15537     Johnstown, PA 15905 
652-9114, ext. 1028    535-6724 
 
 
Forest Hills School District   Hollidaysburg Area School District 
Claudia Mehall, Contact Person   James Kaufman, Contact Person 
PO Box 158      201 Jackson Street 
Sidman, PA 15955     Hollidaysburg, PA 16648 
487-7613, ext. 3605    695-5659 
 
Greater Johnstown School District  Meyersdale Area School District 
Barbara Parkins, Contact Person   Pat Haglund, Contact Person 
1091 Broad Street     309 Industrial Park Road 
Johnstown, PA 15906    Meyersdale, PA 15552 
533-5650      634-1437 
 
 
North Star School District   Northern Bedford County School District 
Dennis Leyman, Contact Person   Jane Fagans, Contact Person 
1200 Morris Avenue     152 NBC Drive 
Boswell, PA 15531     Loysburg, PA 16659 
629-5631, ext. 522     766-2221, ext. 832 
 
Northern Cambria School District  Penn Cambria School District 
John Lizik, Contact Person   Mary Beth Whited, Contact Person 
601 Joseph Street     201 6th Street 
Northern Cambria, PA 15714   Cresson, PA 16630 
948-5880, ext. 125                          886-8121 
 
Portage Area School District   Richland School District 
Melodie Brunette, Contact Person    John Maier, Contact Person 
84 Mountain Avenue     220 Highfield Ave., Suite 102 
Portage, PA 15946     Johnstown, PA 15904 
736-9636, ext. 1600    266-2659 
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Rockwood Area School District   Salisbury-Elk Lick School District 
Vincent Capricci, Contact Person  Bonnie Foxwell, Contact Person 
439 Somerset Avenue    PO Box 68 
Rockwood, PA 15557     Salisbury, PA 15558 
926-4913      662-2733, ext. 213 
 
Shade-Central City School District          Shanksville-Stonycreek School District  
John Krupper, Contact Person                Michele Mattis, Contact Person   
235 McGregor Avenue                         P.O. Box 128 
Cairnbrook, PA 15924                        Shanksville, PA 15560    
754-5021                                    267-4649 
     
Somerset Area School District               Spring Cove School District 
Rebecca Bittner, Contact Person             Pat Frazier, Contact Person 
645 S. Columbia Ave., Ste. 130              1100 E. Main St. 
Somerset, PA 15501                          Roaring Spring, PA 16673 
444-3225                                    224-5124 

  
Turkeyfoot Valley Area School District      Tussey Mountain School District  
LouAnn McDonaugh, Contact Person              Rick Heath, Contact Person   
172 Turkeyfoot Road                         199 Front Street                          
Confluence, PA 15424                        Saxton, PA 16678                          
395-3621                                    635-3670 
                 
Tyrone Area School District                 Westmont Hilltop School District 
Joann Lang, Contact Person                  Steve McGee, Contact Person 
701 Clay Avenue                             827 Diamond Blvd. 
Tyrone, PA 16686                            Johnstown, PA 15905 
684-0710, ext. 4145                         255-6751 
                                              
Williamsburg Community School District      Windber Area School District  
Lee Swinsburg, Contact Person               Arnold Nadonley, Contact Person 
515 West Third Street                       2301 Graham Ave. 
Williamsburg, PA 16693                      Windber, PA 15963                       
832-2125 467-5551      
                            
Admiral Peary Area Vocational-              Bedford County Technical Center 
  Technical School                          Allen Sell, Contact Person 
Linda Croyle, Contact Person                195 Pennknoll Road   
948 Ben Franklin Hwy.                       Everett, PA 15537 
Ebensburg, PA 15931                         623-2760 
472-6490  
 
Greater Altoona Career & Technology         Greater Johnstown Career & Technology 
   Center                                     Center 
Daniel Bender, Contact Person                  Bette Moore, Contact Person 
1500 Fourth Avenue                          445 Schoolhouse Rd. 
Altoona, PA 16602                           Johnstown, PA 15904 
946-8450                                    266-6073, ext. 131 
 
Somerset County Technology Center           Central Pennsylvania Digital 
Judie Ansell, Contact Person                Learning Foundation 
281 Technology Drive                        Mrs. Kristen Taddei, Contact Person 
Somerset, PA 15501                          1500 Fourth Avenue 
443-3651                                    Altoona, PA 16601 

946-8524 
 
Bedford County Prison                       Blair County Prison  
Michael Burk, Contact Person                Michael Burk, Contact Person  
425 Imlertown Road                          419 Market Square Alley  
Bedford, PA 15522                           Hollidaysburg, PA 16648                         
623-2955                                    693-3155 
                              
Cambria County Prison                       Somerset County Prison 
Michael Burk, Contact Person                Michael Burk, Contact Person 
425 Manor Drive                             127 East Fairview Street 
Ebensburg, PA 15931                         Somerset, PA 15501 
472-7330                                    445-1500 
 
Cresson Secure Treatment Unit               Cove Forge Behavioral Health  
Michael Burk, Contact Person                Melissa Redmond, Contact Person 
PO Box 269                                  PO Box B 
Cresson, PA 16630                           Williamsburg, PA 16693 
886-6257 or 886-6258                        1-800-873-2131  
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